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Ministry of Housing,

Communities &
Local Government

Please ask for: Jamie Kam

Email: Jamie.Kam@communities.gov.uk
Your ref: ULLO1/1

Our ref: PCU/EIASCR/U2750/3371908
Date: 28 October 2025

Dear

Request for Screening Direction

Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017
Proposal for Redevelopment of land and changes of use at former RAF Church
Fenton, Leeds East Airport, Busk Lane, Church Fenton, Tadcaster, LS25 9SE -
Application No. ZG2025/0760/SCN

| refer to your email of 2 October 2025 to the Planning Casework Unit, requesting that the
Secretary of State issues a screening direction for proposals at the above location.

As you will be aware the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government
has discretionary powers under regulation 5(6) of the Town and Country Planning
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (“the Regulations”) to make a screening
direction if requested to do so in writing by any person. All such requests are considered on a
case by case basis by the Secretary of State.

It is noted that the information submitted requests a screening direction from the Secretary of
State following the issuing of a negative screening opinion by North Yorkshire Council. |
understand that this request is made due to concern summarised below:
e Noise impact due to re-routing of air traffic movements and when combined with
industrial noise associated with the proposed and committed development is likely to
cause significant effects on Church Fenton village and the new-build developments.

e Traffic impact due to increased highway movement and HGVs, and likely impacts on
the users of local footpaths.

e Emission to air, soil, water and land due to various uses of land, which involve emissions
from vehicles and aircrafts.

e The demolition and clearance (retrospective) of 1 Scheduled Ancient Monument at the

site.
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e Flood risk implications due to changes to land levels, bunding and construction adjacent
to known drainage infrastructure within and adjacent to the Site.

e The extent and likelihood of cumulative impacts arising from the proposals and the
committed developments in the vicinity.

e Disagreement to North Yorkshire Council’s approach on forming their screening
opinion.

| have considered the points you raise in your letter of 30 September 2025, all attached
documents in your email of 2 October 2025 and the content of the North Yorkshire Council
screening opinion and do not consider these indicate a need for the Secretary of State to
exercise his power under regulation 5(6), and therefore the Secretary of State declines to issue
a screening direction in response to your request.

| have copied this letter to North Yorkshire Council.

Yours sincerely

Mike Hale

Mike Hale
Head of Environmental Casework

This decision was made by officials on behalf of the Secretary of State, and signed on his
behalf
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